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Introduction:
This report provides a summary of project progress and accomplishments as described in the Interlocal
Cooperation Agreement between the City and the Lower Platte South NRD. The period of this report
covers the City’s fiscal year beginning September 1 of 2019 and ending August 31 of 2020.
This report is organized according to the three pillars of the Prairie Corridor Project: 1) Education/
Outreach and Research, 2) Conservation and Habitat Restoration and 3) Trail and Economic
Development. The report also includes activities undertaken by the City as part of its responsibility as
lead agency for implementation and coordination.

Implementation and Project Coordination
Implementation and Coordination activities over the reporting period included collaboration with the
many partners in the Project. The Lincoln Parks and Recreation Department, the Lower Platte South
Natural Resources District, and Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center have served as the primary project
partners for project implementation, working with about 30 others. During the reporting period,
meetings between the three partners were held approximately once per quarter. During these
meetings, the partners shared recent activities and the group discussed cooperation opportunities
presented on different properties. Topics included organization of public events, coordination of
maintenance activities such as prescribed burns and fencing projects, websites and social media posts,
landowner outreach activities, trail projects, and planning for Technical Committee meetings.
The Parks and Recreation Department also coordinated closely with Lincoln Parks Foundation, which
played a key supporting role in project implementation, serving as the lead for private fund
development, assisting with community engagement, and providing support for land transactions on an
as-needed basis to further the goals of the Conservation element of the project.
During the past year, the NRD added land management staff to assist with maintenance tasks in the
Prairie Corridor. As properties move from the establishment phase to long term maintenance, the City
and NRD will continue to coordinate and share expenses. NRD and City staff met regularly over the past
year to coordinate land management activities and orient new NRD staff to the properties. The
collaboration between land management staff has provided for decision making based upon a wider
range of experience and has improved overall management practice.
One particular conservation opportunity this past year re-emphasized a challenge this project has faced
in the past. As public agencies, the City and NRD lack the ability to be nimble and respond quickly to
land conservation opportunities. When the Kapke property bordering Denton came up for sale (see
description under Conservation section below), the Project had to act quickly in order to have a chance
to acquire it. The partners requested assistance from Lincoln Parks Foundation, which stepped in to
negotiate an Option to Purchase with the owner, allowing the NRD time to go through the formal
process for acquisition.
As a key project partner, Lincoln Parks Foundation has assisted with acquisitions and other real estate
matters on a case by case basis, but these activities are not the main focus or purpose for the
Foundation. This year, Lincoln Parks Foundation and Lincoln Parks and Recreation sought feedback from
NRD staff and other partners to examine the potential for a private land trust to support the Prairie
Corridor project and other greenway and conservation projects in the Lincoln area. This concept has
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been discussed intermittently for some time and is included as a strategy in the City-County
Comprehensive Plan. The role of a land trust could include collaboration with project partners to assist
with acquisition of land and easements, outreach to landowners and the consolidation of funding from
grants and donations. Further discussion is anticipated during the upcoming year.

Education, Outreach and Research
Media
Work on the “Passage Through the Prairie” story map project was significantly slowed from
what was anticipated due to the impacts of Covid 19 on both volunteer activity and UNL intern
availability. At this time, the majority of the project is complete, and release is anticipated in
January of 2021.
UNL graduate student Ethan Freese completed a companion story map called “A Year in the
Prairie Corridor” in August of 2020. It focuses on the work of the School of Natural Resources in
the Corridor, as well as fabulous photography and video footage. A link to this piece can be
found on the Prairie Corridor website at https://prairiecorridor.org/resources/ and will be linked
to the “Passage Through the Prairie” story map when it is posted.
Social media is playing a larger part in Prairie Corridor outreach efforts, with regular postings on
Facebook and Twitter. Relationships with partner social media accounts have been built in
order to tag one another’s posts and increase reach. Lincoln Parks Foundation worked with
partners on still photography, recorded interviews, and video footage that will be used in the
future for education and outreach to potential donors and interested landowners on the Prairie
Corridor and other conservation areas in and around Lincoln.

Events, Festivals and Tours
COVID 19 had a severe impact on these activities. A prairie run and gravel ride “Run-Bike-Run”
event had been planned for October. This would have involved a 5K run at Pioneers Park Nature
Center, gravel ride to Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center, and 5 K at SCPAC dubbed “Prairie to
Prairie”. This event has been postponed until 2021, conditions allowing. A second event to
dedicate the new trail segment constructed at SCPAC as well as a traveling art installation by
Ethan Freese, was planned for August and also had to be postponed. This event would have
dedicated what will be the southern end of the Prairie Corridor Trail, funded through a donation
from Union Bank and Trust and named in honor of that institution. It would also have dedicated
an exhibit of 5, 10”x15”, metal prints of photographs taken within the Prairie Corridor by Ethan
Freese. These photos will be displayed at various locations for several months at a time. This
event was postponed until a date in 2021 yet to be determined.
The partners responded by developing a Virtual Prairie Immersion programs and Virtual Tours,
which are posted on the Prairie Corridor website at https://prairiecorridor.org/resources/.
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Assurity Trailhead at Denton Prairie, September 2020
Coordination with the Village of Denton continues to be an important part of the project.
Denton has been a partner on events held at Denton Prairie and Village representatives have
collaborated on solutions for the trail and trailhead in Denton, mowing trails through the prairie,
coordinating for prescribed burns, and land owner outreach. Economic development for the
Village of Denton continues to be a major goal for the project.

Research
Although some research activities were impacted by UNL’s protocols during the COVID 19
pandemic, research activities continued in the Corridor in 2020. The 24 research plots on
Bobcat Prairie completed their first season of growth and specific plots were either hayed or
burned for the first time. City Staff assisted in creating mowed paths through the plots to allow
visitors to be able to observe the work. Interpretive signage describing the work being done is
planned for the future.
Undergraduate interns were not able to conduct planned research for several months in the
early part of the 2020 growing season due to UNL COVID restrictions. However, Prof. David
Wedin organized a summer seminar series in which the undergraduates participated. The series
included reporting from several individuals involved in past Corridor research, local
professionals in prairie restoration and management, Prairie Corridor administrators and staff,
and many others. The seminars included a public component inviting all interested parties to
attend, as well as focused conversations with students. The series was very well attended and
was a rich experience for all. 2020 Summer Seminar Series - Prairie Corridor | On Haines Branch
| Lincoln Parks
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Conservation and Habitat Restoration
See attached map for reference.

Two Creeks Prairie
Originally a 100-acre conservation easement acquired by the NRD in 2014, with fee simple
acquisition of the property by the City of Lincoln in 2017.
Prior to the reporting period, the Prairie Plains Resources Institute (PPRI) seeded 31 acres of
cropland in the south part of the property in February 2017 to a high diversity, primarily mesic,
tallgrass prairie mix. These areas have had some issues with non-native thistles which are being
controlled by hand and with spot spraying.
In March of 2018 approximately 11 acres on the southwest corner were seeded by PPRI to a
high diversity, primarily mesic, tallgrass prairie mix. A 16-acre brome pasture in the northeast
corner of the property was treated with herbicide and mowed to suppress non-native grasses
over two seasons. Seeding of 10 acres was accomplished through a grant from NGPC in spring
of 2020. The remaining 6 acres will be seeded in winter of 2020/21
Ownership of Two Creeks Prairie is anticipated to be transferred to the NRD in 2021.

Stiefel/Johnson Trailhead
12.7 acre donation to the NRD in 2019, upon completion of a trailhead parking area, combined
with the 5 acre Hunter property purchased in 2017.
This property is bottom land at the confluence of the Haines Branch stream and Holmes Creek.
Prior to the period of this report, the Stiefel/Johnson Trailhead was seeded to a high-diversity,
local-ecotype tallgrass prairie mix (March 2017). It is currently in the early establishment phase.
Control of invasive non-natives and maintenance of the trailhead have been ongoing.

Stiefel/Johnson Trailhead Dedication, July 2019

Denton Prairie
54 acres acquired by the City of Lincoln in May 2013.
During the period of this report, Denton Prairie has entered the maintenance phase and typical
maintenance practices have included invasive weed control removal of woody invasives, haying,
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and prescribed fire. Invasive trees have been removed from the north border and others have
been treated by hack and squirt technique along the riparian area. In September of 2019, 500
prairie violet seedlings, grown by the Prairie Plains Resource Center, were planted with the
assistance of Nebraska Master Naturalist volunteers in the upland areas of the north prairie.
These seedlings will provide critical nectar resources for the endangered Regal Fritillary butterfly
and other pollinators. The City maintains mowed trails in the prairie for public use and
enjoyment. In the spring and summer of 2020 a trailhead parking area was constructed on
Denton Prairie to provide parking for visitors. This was funded through a donation from
Assurity, which was also sufficient to provide an endowment for future maintenance needs.
Ownership of Denton Prairie is anticipated to be transferred to the NRD in the winter of
2020/21.

Kapke Property
68.55 acres of cropland and riparian area acquired by NRD in March 2020.
This property lies on the east side of the Village Denton and extends from W. Denton Road to
the Honvlez property on the south, making it a critical parcel for future trail development. This
property was purchased with the assistance of Lincoln Parks Foundation which entered into an
option to purchase in December of 2019, allowing the City and NRD to proceed with appraisal
and the NRD to purchase the property once a price had been agreed upon. In April of 2020,
57.14 acres of cropland were seeded to high-diversity, local ecotype tallgrass prairie by PPRI and
the prairie is now in early phase of establishment.

Kapke Property, September 2020

Honvlez / Roberts Property
139-acre conservation easement acquired by the NRD in 2017, remaining rights purchased in
July 2020.
This land, on which a conservation easement was previously acquired, became available for sale
in 2020 and remaining rights were purchased. The owner and NRD had previously agreed upon
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a plan to reseed the cropland to high diversity, local ecotype tallgrass prairie. Seeding was
completed by Prairie Plains Resource Institute in December of 2019. Additional diversification
of former CRP areas will follow. A management plan, developed with input from the former
owner, defined potential future trail corridors through the property which will be finalized when
the route south is known.

Honvlez/Roberts property, September 2020

Bobcat Prairie
134 acres acquired by the City of Lincoln in December 2013, with an additional 163 acres
immediately adjacent (to the north) acquired by the City in September 2017, for a total of 297
acres.
Bobcat Prairie enhancement has focused on tree removal and diversification of former CRP
property through the use of prescribed fire and grazing. Tree removal was completed in the
former CRP west of the UNL Research plots on the north half of the property through a grazing
agreement with a private contractor. This contractor also removed a very thick growth of
cedars in the area of a small detention cell adjacent to the virgin prairie near the center of the
property. This second cedar removal area has been allowed to rest and some unique prairie
vegetation has been noted indicating this area may be able to recover given time and proper
management. Additional cedar removal was performed by the Iowa Conservation Corps in the
perched wetlands near SW 82nd Street in late winter of 2020 but had to be suspended due to
COVID restrictions.
Grazing plans on the former CRP in the south half were designed to suppress the native grasses
and allow the recently seeded (2019) high-diversity forbs to establish and assert themselves.
Wooden H-braces were installed to assist with future hotwire fencing for patch grazing. The
Project is seeking funding for further restoration of the brome pastures and possible removal of
old terraces on the north half.

7

The UNL Research plots continue to establish and the first year of management activities for
that experiment have been performed. Project staff mowed trails between the research plots to
allow visitors to observe this experiment.
A parking lot was constructed off of SW 72nd Street just south of Rokeby Road to provide for a
safe parking space for researchers, staff and visitors. Staff mowed some trails through the
property to facilitate hiking. 15 local ecotype trees were planted around and nearby the parking
area.
Bobcat Prairie is anticipated to be transferred to the NRD in 2022.

Bobcat Prairie parking area under construction, May 2020

Cochran Conservation Easement
135-acre conservation easement acquired by NRD in 2019.
This easement is fairly standard with the potential for a future trail connection if approved by
the owners.

Samani Property
A 144-acre conservation easement acquired by the NRD in December 2012, with an additional
20-acre easement acquired by the NRD in September 2016.
Conceptual plans and cost estimates for a limestone trail, companion mowed equestrian trail,
and trailhead have been completed. This property will be available for restoration in 2022.
There is a potential for a future conservation easement on property owned by Dr. Samani to the
east of the current easement. Discussions are ongoing.

Smith Property
311.41 acres for potential conservation easement
This property is located south of Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center. It includes 87 acres of
virgin prairie and about 106 acres of native seeding. The remainder is primarily cropland. This
property also includes the uppermost reach of the Spring Creek tributary of Haines Branch Creek
and is valuable for protection of that basin. The owner has been in discussions with SCPAC staff
regarding a potential conservation easement on the property.
8

Trail and Economic Development
Planning is ongoing for a bridge and railroad undercrossing on the Stiefel/Johnson Trailhead and
Two Creeks Prairie properties. These two structures will connect the two properties and provide
for a future connection to Conestoga Lake. Further discussion is needed regarding steps for
BNSF approval for the railroad undercrossing.
Trail work at Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center was undertaken during the period of this
report. The northern portion of that trail represents the southern extent of the Prairie Corridor
Trail and was accomplished through project funds. SCPAC was a partner on the project which
included sharing costs with the Prairie Corridor Project to pave a portion of the parking lot and
the trail from the lot the education building, providing ADA access to this resource. Amenities
such as bike parking and a drinking fountain with bottle filler and dog bowl as well as
improvements to the entry kiosk were also part of this shared work. SCPAC also improved
limestone trails to meet ADA guidelines and provide access to high use amenities such as the
wetland bridge, shore access, and historic wagon ruts. This project will be complete by the end
of the year.
Conceptual planning for trails on the Samani Conservation Easement, Kapke and Honvlez
properties is also ongoing.

Pioneers Park Nature Center, September 2018
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